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Fiscal Notes 

Attached please find the fiscal notes for the bill numbers listed below. 
Please note that the fiscal notes arc issued on the bills as introduced. 

FISCAL NOTES: 

Bill No. 7-33(COR) 
Bill No. 14-J3(COR) 

Please forward the same to MIS for posting on our website. Please contact 
our office should you have any questions regarding this matter. 
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Bul'1'au uf Budget & Management Research 
Fiscal Note of Bill No. 14-33 (COR) 

VN ACT TO ADD A NIW §80.39 TO ARTICLE 2, CIIAPTER 30, T!TU;, 9 Gl'AM CODE ANNOTA TEil KNOW'\ AS THE JlSTICE 
SAn:rY VAL VF. ACT OF ZUIJ RELAUVE TO EMPOWERING THE COURTS OF Gl'AM TO m:rART fltoM APPLICABLE 
MANDA JORY MINIMl'M SENTENCES VNDER Sl'EClFIC CONDfflO!'iS, AllD FOR OTHER fl a.POSES. 
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COMMENTS TO Bill No. 14·33(COR) 

AN ACT TO ADO A NEW §80-39 TO ART!CLE 2, CHAPTER 80, TITLE 9 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED KNOWN AS THE JUSTICE SAFETY VALVE 
ACT OF 2013 RELATIVE TO EMPOWERING THE COURTS OF GUAM TO 

DEPART FROM APPLICABLE MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES 

UNDER SPECIFIC CONDITIONS, ANO FOR OTHER PURPOSE 

According to the proposed Bill's Legislative Findings and Intent, I Ltheslaturan Gualwn seek> to allow the 
Guam Court; the ~bility to impose sentences below the mandatory minimum sentence under specific 
conditions. It is anticipated that giving the courts more flexibility in sentencing will help improve our 
justice system and reserve scarce prison beds for the totally violent offenders. The Bill also provides tor 
the reinvestment of twenty-five percent {25%) of any realized savings as a result of this Act to revert to 
the General Fund to support advance evidence-based practices to reduce recidivism. 

Per written testimony, the Judiciary of Guam ;upports !he intent of the proposed measure, however, is 
concerned with the provision of the reinvestment as the Jud,ciary o' Guam cannot quantify any 
potential savings to court operations and suggest it be closely examined given the fiscal challenges being 
experienced by the Department of Correctio~s (DOC) and its growing population. Furthermore, the 
Office of Public Accountability (OPA) on its Audit Report No. 14-06 on DOC's Prison Capacity Planning 
cites that DOC lacks a prison capacity plan to effectively manage its growing prisoner 
(inmates/detainee>) population and currently has the highest pre-trlal detention rate in the world. 

In dosing, the Bureau would like to note that the proposed Bill does not include language on how the 
"realized savings" would be monitored between the Judiciary of Guam and the DOC. In addition, since 
the llill is proposing that savings be reverted to the Ger·eral Fund, If enacted, would entail an 
appropriation from the General Fund for the specific purpose of supporting evidence-based practices to 
reduce recidivism by the Judiciary of Guam and/art he DOC. 


