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Fiscal Note of Bill No. 1433 {COR)
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COMMENTS TO BILL Mo, 14-33{COR]

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW §80-39 TO ARTHILE 2, CHAPTER BO, TITLE B
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED KNOWN A% THE JUSTICE SAFETY VALVE
ACT OF 2013 RELATIVE TO EMPOWERING THE COURTS OF GUAM TO
BEPART FROM APPLICABLE MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES
UNDER SPECIFIC CONDITIONS, AND FCR OTHER PURPOSE.

According 1o the proposed Biit's Legislative Findings and Intent, f Lihesiaturan Gudhon seeks 1o allow the
Guarm Courts the ahility to impose sentences below the mandatory minimum sentence under specific
conditions. It is anticipated that giving the courts more flexibility in sentencing will help improve our
justice system and reserve scarce prison beds for the totally violent offenders. The Bilj also provides for
the reinvestment of twenty-five percent {25%) of any realized savings as a result of this Act to revert to
the General Fund to support advance evidence-based practices to reduce recidivism.

Per written testimaony, the Judiciary of Guam supports the intent of the proposed measure, however, is
concerned with the provision of the reinvestment as the Judiciary of Guam cannot quangify any
potential savings ta court operations and suggest it be ciosely examined given the fiscal challenges being
experienced by the Department of Corrections {J0C} and its growing population. Furthermare, the
Office of Public Accountability (OPA]) on its Audlit Report No. 14-06 an DOC’s Prison Capacity Flanning
cites thal DOC lacks a prison capacity plan to effectively manage its growing prisoner
{inmates/detainees} popuiation and currently has the highest pre-triat detention rate in the world.

in closing, the Bureau would like to note that the proposed Bill does not include fanguage on how the
“realived savings” would be monitored between the Judiciary of Guam and the DOC. In addition, since
the Bill is proposing that savings be reveried to the Gereral Fund, # enacted, would entall an
appropriation from the General Fund for the specific purpose of supperting evidence-based practices tp
reduce recidivism by the judiciary of Guam and/ar the DOC.
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